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springing up, the man drew a dagger from under his
garments and plunged it into the conqueror's breast.
The Sultan had received his death wound, and his
assassin, Milosh Obiiic, after a desperate struggle,
was slain by Amurath's guards. Another version of
the Sultan's death is given by the Servian bards.
According to them, Milosh, taunted with cowardice
by the traitor Vouk on the eve of battle, had vowed
to prove his loyalty by his conduct next day. Early
in the morning he visited the Turkish camp, and
prayed to be admitted as a deserter to the Sultan^
tent. His request was granted, whereupon he smote
the Turkish commander to the heart. To this day
his name is held in honour by the national poets,
while that of Vouk Brankovic has been handed down
to perpetual infamy. But the assassination of Amu-
rath I. had little practical result; for his son Bajazet I.
was proclaimed his successor on the field of battle,
and showed by the murder of his brother that there
would be no division in the Turkish ranks. As for
the traitor Vouk, he was poisoned a few years later
by the Sultan's orders.

The battle of Kossovo has never been forgotten in
the lands of the Southern Slavs. The most mournful
songs of the Servian muse are inspired by the sad
memories of that day. Whenever they have risen
against the Turk, the cry of f* revenge for Kossovo "
has been emblazoned on their banners, and the Serbs
of Montenegro still wear mourning on their caps for
that fatal defeat. The Servian Empire had fallen for
ever, though the Turks permitted rulers, or " despots,"

of Servia to exercise nominal power for seventy years

20